
New Freedom – Final Policy 
 
New or expanded fixed route service and new or expanded demand response service 
constitute new public transportation services beyond those required by the ADA of 1990 
(42 U.S.C. Section 12101 et seq.) that assist individuals with disabilities with 
transportation, and are therefore eligible for funding under the New Freedom program, 
provided that these services: (1) Are identified in the grant applicant’s coordinated public 
transit human services transportation plan; 
(2) Are available to the public at large but were planned and designed to meet the 
mobility needs of individuals with disabilities in response to circumstances where 
existing fixed route and demand response transportation is unavailable or insufficient to 
meet the mobility needs of individuals with disabilities. (3) Were not operational on 
August 10, 2005, and did not have an identified funding source as of August 10, 2005, as 
evidenced by inclusion in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) or the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP); and (4) Are not designed to allow an 
agency to meet its obligations under the ADA or the DOT ADA implementing 
regulations at 49 CFR parts 37 and 38.  Examples of such services would be a fixed route 
service that is open to the general public but that is extended to serve a congregate living 
facility or a workplace serving large numbers of individuals with disabilities, or demand 
response service that is available to the general public but whose service coverage or span 
of service is designed in response to mobility needs expressed by individuals with 
disabilities. FTA notes that expanded fixed route service may result in expanded ADA 
complementary paratransit service; since the ADA complementary paratransit service is 
required under the ADA, it would not be eligible for New Freedom funding. All new or 
expanded fixed route and demand responsive services funded under the New Freedom 
program will be subject to the requirements of the ADA and DOT ADA implementing 
regulations. 
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